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1
PRIORITY-BASED DECODING

BACKGROUND

The present invention relates to tape storage systems, and
more specifically, to error-and-erasure decoding based on
priority.

Currently-used linear tape drives apply product codes for
error-correction coding (ECC). These product codes contain
two Reed-Solomon component codes consisting of a C1 row
code and a C2 column code. Failure to decode a product
codeword, which requires successful decoding of all C1
rows and all C2 columns within a product code, leads to a
temporary and/or permanent error. These temporary or per-
manent errors are a significant problem when attempting to
store data to tape.

Typically, current tape drives implement ECC with two
modes of operation: 1) Error-only decoding (decoding in
which no information about uncorrectable C1 codewords is
passed to the C2 decoder); and 2) Erasure-decoding (decod-
ing in which information about C1 uncorrectable codewords
are passed from the C1 decoder to the C2 decoder).

The second mode, erasure-decoding, is beneficial in the
case where C1 uncorrectable codewords having a large
number of byte errors are used as erasure pointers for C2
decoding. Conversely, the second mode likely leads to
performance degradation in the case where C1 uncorrect-
ables with only a small number of errors (only slightly
beyond the error correction capability of the C1 decoder) are
used as erasure pointers for C2 decoding. Therefore, it is not
always beneficial to utilize erasure-decoding when imple-
menting ECC in tape drives.

SUMMARY

In one embodiment, a tape drive includes a magnetic head
having a plurality of read sensors, each read sensor being
configured to read data simultaneously. The tape drive also
includes a controller and logic integrated with and/or execut-
able by the controller. The logic is configured to receive
encoded data read from a plurality of tracks of a magnetic
tape medium simultaneously. The logic is also configured to
perform priority-based decoding on the encoded data based
on erasure coefficients associated with at least one codeword
of the encoded data.

In another embodiment, a controller-implemented method
includes receiving encoded data read from a plurality of
tracks of a magnetic tape medium simultaneously and per-
forming priority-based decoding on the encoded data based
on erasure coefficients associated with at least one codeword
of the encoded data.

In yet another embodiment, a computer program product
includes a computer readable storage medium having pro-
gram instructions embodied therewith. The embodied pro-
gram instructions are executable by a controller to cause the
controller to receive, by the controller, encoded data read
from a plurality of tracks of a magnetic tape medium
simultaneously. The embodied program instructions are also
executable by the controller to cause the controller to
perform, by the controller, priority-based decoding on the
encoded data based on erasure coefficients associated with at
least one codeword of the encoded data.

Other aspects and embodiments of the present invention
will become apparent from the following detailed descrip-
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2

tion, which, when taken in conjunction with the drawings,
illustrate by way of example the principles of the invention.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 illustrates a network storage system, according to
one embodiment.

FIG. 2A illustrates a simplified tape drive of a tape-based
data storage system, according to one embodiment.

FIG. 2B is a schematic diagram of a tape cartridge
according to one embodiment.

FIG. 3 illustrates a conceptual data flow in a tape drive in
accordance with one embodiment.

FIG. 4 shows a logical data array that may be used to
organize data in a sub data set (SDS), according to one
embodiment.

FIG. 5 shows a system having track-dependent erasure
coeflicient logic, according to one embodiment.

FIG. 6 shows organization of erasure coeflicients for a
codeword, according to one embodiment.

FIG. 7 shows a flowchart of a method, according to one
embodiment.

FIG. 8 shows a flowchart of a method, according to one
embodiment.

FIG. 9 shows a flowchart of a method, according to one
embodiment.

FIG. 10 shows a flowchart of a method, according to one
embodiment.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

The following description is made for the purpose of
illustrating the general principles of the present invention
and is not meant to limit the inventive concepts claimed
herein. Further, particular features described herein can be
used in combination with other described features in each of
the various possible combinations and permutations.

Unless otherwise specifically defined herein, all terms are
to be given their broadest possible interpretation including
meanings implied from the specification as well as meanings
understood by those skilled in the art and/or as defined in
dictionaries, treatises, etc.

It must also be noted that, as used in the specification and
the appended claims, the singular forms “a,” “an” and “the”
include plural referents unless otherwise specified. It will be
further understood that the terms “comprises” and/or “com-
prising,” when used in this specification, specify the pres-
ence of stated features, integers, steps, operations, elements,
and/or components, but do not preclude the presence or
addition of one or more other features, integers, steps,
operations, elements, components, and/or groups thereof.
The term “about” as used herein indicates the value pre-
ceded by the term “about,” along with any values reasonably
close to the value preceded by the term “about,” as would be
understood by one of skill in the art. When not indicated
otherwise, the term “about” denotes the value preceded by
the term “about”+10% of the value. For example, “about 10”
indicates all values from and including 9.0 to 11.0.

The following description discloses several preferred
embodiments of systems, methods, and computer program
products for a priority-based decoding scheme that utilizes
track-dependent erasure coeflicients for erasure pointers in
C2 decoding. The coefficients represent a likelihood that the
corresponding C1 bytes are treated as erasures in C2 decod-
ing.

The erasure coefficients in a C1 codeword are indepen-
dent of one another, and therefore may all be different. For
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example, in the case of a time-varying signal-to-noise ratio
(SNR) over the course of a Cl codeword, the erasure
coeflicients may be determined from the SNR which may
significantly vary over the C1 codeword as written on tracks
of the magnetic tape. The erasure coefficient for a particular
byte may also be determined from a single run-length
limited (RLL) decoding failure. Again, in this case, e.g., in
response to a rate 16/17 RLL code being used, a RLL
decoding failure indicates that one or two bytes at the RLL
decoder are in error. This results in a high erasure coeflicient
for these two bytes at the output of the RLL decoder.

These erasure pointers and track-dependent erasure coet-
ficients, in one embodiment, are used by a priority-based C2
decoder to perform error-and-erasure decoding that depends
on all the erasure pointers in a C2 codeword. This scheme
adapts to the channel as observed by the C2 decoder, in order
to improve decoding performance. The C2 decoding algo-
rithm is adapted to the number and type of erasure pointers
in a C2 codeword and thereby provides improved error rate
performance in the presence of both random errors and
temporary/permanent burst errors on tape tracks at the
expense of a moderate increase in implementation complex-
ity.

In one general embodiment, a tape drive includes a
magnetic head having a plurality of read sensors, each read
sensor being configured to read data simultaneously. The
tape drive also includes a controller and logic integrated
with and/or executable by the controller. The logic is con-
figured to receive encoded data read from a plurality of
tracks of a magnetic tape medium simultaneously. The logic
is also configured to perform priority-based decoding on the
encoded data based on erasure coefficients associated with at
least one codeword of the encoded data.

In another general embodiment, a controller-implemented
method includes receiving encoded data read from a plural-
ity of tracks of a magnetic tape medium simultaneously and
performing priority-based decoding on the encoded data
based on erasure coefficients associated with at least one
codeword of the encoded data.

In yet another general embodiment, a computer program
product includes a computer readable storage medium hav-
ing program instructions embodied therewith. The embodied
program instructions are executable by a controller to cause
the controller to receive, by the controller, encoded data read
from a plurality of tracks of a magnetic tape medium
simultaneously. The embodied program instructions are also
executable by the controller to cause the controller to
perform, by the controller, priority-based decoding on the
encoded data based on erasure coefficients associated with at
least one codeword of the encoded data.

Referring now to FIG. 1, a schematic of a network storage
system 10 is shown according to one embodiment. This
network storage system 10 is only one example of a suitable
storage system and is not intended to suggest any limitation
as to the scope of use or functionality of embodiments of the
invention described herein. Regardless, network storage
system 10 is capable of being implemented and/or perform-
ing any of the functionality set forth hereinabove.

In the network storage system 10, there is a computer
system/server 12, which is operational with numerous other
general purpose or special purpose computing system envi-
ronments or configurations. Examples of well-known com-
puting systems, environments, and/or configurations that
may be suitable for use with computer system/server 12
include, but are not limited to, personal computer systems,
server computer systems, thin clients, thick clients, handheld
or laptop devices, multiprocessor systems, microprocessor-
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4

based systems, set top boxes, programmable consumer elec-
tronics, network PCs, minicomputer systems, mainframe
computer systems, and distributed cloud computing envi-
ronments that include any of the above systems or devices,
and the like.

Computer system/server 12 may be described in the
general context of computer system-executable instructions,
such as program modules, being executed by a computer
system. Generally, program modules may include routines,
programs, objects, components, logic, data structures, and so
on that perform particular tasks or implement particular
abstract data types. Computer system/server 12 may be
practiced in distributed cloud computing environments
where tasks are performed by remote processing devices that
are linked through a communications network. In a distrib-
uted cloud computing environment, program modules may
be located in both local and remote computer system storage
media including memory storage devices.

As shown in FIG. 1, computer system/server 12 in the
network storage system 10 is shown in the form of a
general-purpose computing device. The components of
computer system/server 12 may include, but are not limited
to, one or more processors or processing units 16, a system
memory 28, and a bus 18 that couples various system
components including system memory 28 to processor 16.

Bus 18 represents one or more of any of several types of
bus structures, including a memory bus or memory control-
ler, a peripheral bus, an accelerated graphics port, and a
processor or local bus using any of a variety of bus archi-
tectures. By way of example, and not limitation, such
architectures include Industry Standard Architecture (ISA)
bus, Micro Channel Architecture (MCA) bus, Enhanced ISA
(EISA) bus, Video Electronics Standards Association
(VESA) local bus, and Peripheral Component Interconnects
(PCI) bus.

Computer system/server 12 typically includes a variety of
computer system readable media. Such media may be any
available media that is accessible by computer system/server
12, and it includes both volatile and non-volatile media,
removable and non-removable media.

System memory 28 may include computer system read-
able media in the form of volatile memory, such as random
access memory (RAM) 30 and/or cache memory 32. Com-
puter systeny/server 12 may further include other removable/
non-removable, volatile/non-volatile computer system stor-
age media. By way of example only, storage system 34 may
be provided for reading from and writing to a non-remov-
able, non-volatile magnetic media—not shown and typically
called a “hard disk,” which may be operated in a HDD.
Although not shown, a magnetic disk drive for reading from
and writing to a removable, non-volatile magnetic disk (e.g.,
a “floppy disk™), and an optical disk drive for reading from
or writing to a removable, non-volatile optical disk such as
a CD-ROM, DVD-ROM or other optical media may be
provided. In such instances, each may be connected to bus
18 by one or more data media interfaces. As will be further
depicted and described below, memory 28 may include at
least one program product having a set (e.g., at least one) of
program modules that are configured to carry out the func-
tions of embodiments described herein.

Program/utility 40, having a set (at least one) of program
modules 42, may be stored in memory 28 by way of
example, and not limitation, as well as an operating system,
one or more application programs, other program modules,
and program data. Each of the operating system, one or more
application programs, other program modules, and program
data or some combination thereof, may include an imple-
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mentation of a networking environment. Program modules
42 generally carry out the functions and/or methodologies of
embodiments of the invention as described herein.

Computer system/server 12 may also communicate with
one or more external devices 14 such as a keyboard, a
pointing device, a display 24, etc.; one or more devices that
enable a user to interact with computer system/server 12;
and/or any devices (e.g., network card, modem, etc.) that
enable computer system/server 12 to communicate with one
or more other computing devices. Such communication may
occur via Input/Output (I/0) interfaces 22. Still yet, com-
puter system/server 12 may communicate with one or more
networks such as a local area network (LAN), a general wide
area network (WAN), and/or a public network (e.g., the
Internet) via network adapter 20. As depicted, network
adapter 20 communicates with the other components of
computer system/server 12 via bus 18. It should be under-
stood that although not shown, other hardware and/or soft-
ware components could be used in conjunction with com-
puter system/server 12. Examples, include, but are not
limited to: microcode, device drivers, redundant processing
units, external disk drive arrays, redundant array of inde-
pendent disks (RAID) systems, tape drives, and data archi-
val storage systems, etc.

FIG. 2A illustrates a simplified tape drive 100 of a
tape-based data storage system, which may be employed in
the context of the present invention. While one specific
implementation of a tape drive is shown in FIG. 2A, it
should be noted that the embodiments described herein may
be implemented in the context of any type of tape drive
system.

As shown, a tape supply cartridge 120 and a take-up reel
121 are provided to support a tape 122. One or more of the
reels may form part of a removable cartridge and are not
necessarily part of the tape drive 100. The tape drive, such
as that illustrated in FIG. 2A, may further include drive
motor(s) to drive the tape supply cartridge 120 and the
take-up reel 121 to move the tape 122 over a tape head 126
of any type. Such head may include an array of readers,
writers, or both.

Guides 125 guide the tape 122 across the tape head 126.
Such tape head 126 is in turn coupled to a controller 128 via
a cable 130. The controller 128, may be or include a
processor and/or any logic for controlling any subsystem of
the tape drive 100. For example, the controller 128 typically
controls head functions such as servo following, data writ-
ing, data reading, etc. The controller 128 may include at least
one servo channel and at least one data channel, each of
which include data flow processing logic configured to
process and/or store information to be written to and/or read
from the tape 122. The controller 128 may operate under
logic known in the art, as well as any logic disclosed herein,
and thus may be considered as a processor for any of the
descriptions of tape drives included herein, in various
embodiments. The controller 128 may be coupled to a
memory 136 of any known type, which may store instruc-
tions executable by the controller 128. Moreover, the con-
troller 128 may be configured and/or programmable to
perform or control some or all of the methodology presented
herein. Thus, the controller 128 may be considered to be
configured to perform various operations by way of logic
programmed into one or more chips, modules, and/or
blocks; software, firmware, and/or other instructions being
available to one or more processors; etc., and combinations
thereof.

The cable 130 may include read/write circuits to transmit
data to the head 126 to be recorded on the tape 122 and to
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6

receive data read by the head 126 from the tape 122. An
actuator 132 controls position of the head 126 relative to the
tape 122.

An interface 134 may also be provided for communica-
tion between the tape drive 100 and a host (internal or
external) to send and receive the data and for controlling the
operation of the tape drive 100 and communicating the
status of the tape drive 100 to the host, all as will be
understood by those of skill in the art.

FIG. 2B illustrates an exemplary tape cartridge 150
according to one embodiment. Such tape cartridge 150 may
be used with a system such as that shown in FIG. 2A. As
shown, the tape cartridge 150 includes a housing 152, a tape
122 in the housing 152, and a nonvolatile memory 156
coupled to the housing 152. In some approaches, the non-
volatile memory 156 may be embedded inside the housing
152, as shown in FIG. 2B. In more approaches, the non-
volatile memory 156 may be attached to the inside or outside
of the housing 152 without modification of the housing 152.
For example, the nonvolatile memory may be embedded in
a self-adhesive label 154. In one preferred embodiment, the
nonvolatile memory 156 may be a Flash memory device,
ROM device, etc., embedded into or coupled to the inside or
outside of the tape cartridge 150. The nonvolatile memory is
accessible by the tape drive and the tape operating software
(the driver software), and/or other device.

FIG. 3 shows, in detailed form, a conceptual data flow 300
in a tape drive with K simultaneously written tracks via K
write channels. The data flow 300 includes passing host data
through a cyclic redundancy check (CRC) error detection
encoder 302, a compression module 304, an optional
encryption module 306, an error correction code (ECC)
encoder 308 (which includes a C1 encoder and a C2 encoder,
arranged as C1/C2, or C2/C1), and a tape layout module
310, according to one embodiment. The header insertion
module 312 may be positioned as shown, feeding into the
tape layout module 310, or may be positioned feeding into
the ECC encoder 308, thereby allowing the headers to
receive some amount of ECC encoding, in one embodiment.
The tape layout module 310 splits the data into individual
feeds for each channel 1, . . . , K to write to the tracks of the
tape medium. The data flow 300 also includes scrambling
the data (data randomization) 314, . . . , 316, modulation
encoding 318, , 320, synchronization insertion
326, . . ., 328, and multiplexing 322, . . . , 324 for each
simultaneously written track 1, . . ., K.

In the following descriptions, most of these operations are
not shown, in order to simplify descriptions. However, any
of the descriptions herein may include additional operations
not depicted, as would be understood by one of ordinary
skill in the art upon reading the present descriptions. The
number of tracks that may be written simultaneously
depends on the tape drive being used, with the value of K
ranging from 1 to 64 or more.

FIG. 4 shows a logical data array 400 that may be used to
organize data in a sub data set (SDS), according to one
embodiment. As shown, the data array includes a plurality of
rows 402 and columns 404. Each row 402 in the data array
400 is a codeword interleave (CWI) that includes a plurality
of C1 codewords. When the CWI includes four interleaved
codewords, it is referred to as a CWI-4. The data in the SDS
is protected by C1 encoding across each row 402 to produce
C1 row parity (not shown as it is modified later to produce
the data array 400), and by C2 encoding across each column
404 to produce C2 column parity 408.

As shown, the headers 406 for each row 402 may be
encoded using a C1 encoding scheme by modifying the C1
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parity (computed for the data in the row 402 only) to account
for the headers 406 to produce C1' parity 410. In this
embodiment, the headers 406 are protected by one-level
ECC (C1' parity 410 only), whereas the data is protected by
two-level ECC (C1' parity 410 and C2 parity 408).

Each data set includes multiple sub data sets and each sub
data set may be represented by a logical two-dimensional
array. Usually hundreds of headers are assigned to a single
data set because each data set includes multiple SDSs and
each row (CWI) of a column-encoded SDS is assigned a
header.

Currently-used linear tape drives simultaneously write
and read up to 32 tracks to and/or from a magnetic tape
medium. C1 row codewords of a product code are written in
a byte-interleaved fashion onto individual tracks of the
magnetic tape medium. Due to differences in performance of
the individual transducers writing and reading the parallel
tracks of the magnetic tape medium, the raw error-rate of
individual tracks may vary significantly from track to track,
and across time for each individual track.

In order to address this variability of the raw error-rate of
individual tracks, a track-dependent decoding scheme may
be used, according to one embodiment that is configured to
adapt to the time-varying signal quality of all tracks read
simultaneously from the magnetic tape medium.

In a further embodiment, erasure pointers (that signal that
a C1 codeword should be erased, instead of relying on the
decoded bytes therein during C2 decoding) are generated in
a manner that accounts for the track signal quality. In one
approach, erasure pointers for C2 decoding are enabled if,
and only if, C1 codewords include a large number of byte
errors with a relatively high probability. Each erasure pointer
may have a coefficient associated therewith, the coefficient
indicating a belief/likelihood/probability that the C2 decoder
should treat the corresponding C1 bytes as erasures, and not
rely on the decoded information therein.

Now referring to FIG. 5, a system 500 configured for
priority-based decoding is shown according to one embodi-
ment. As shown, the system 500 includes, for each of K
tracks (Track O, Track 1, . . ., Track K-1), read channel
architecture 508, a RLL decoder 506 (or some other suitable
decoder of a type known in the art), a C1 decoder 504, and
track-dependent erasure coefficient logic 502. These various
components may be included in each track, or some or all of
the various components may be centralized and imple-
mented for each track from a central implementation thereof.

The track-dependent erasure coefficient logic 502 may use
side information about the reliability of detected bytes
within C1 codewords of each track to determine the prob-
ability that a C1 codeword has a number of byte errors that
exceeds a predetermined threshold. In this embodiment,
erasure pointers for C2 decoding are utilized if and only if
there is a high probability that one or more C1 codewords in
a specific track contain a large number of byte errors. By a
large number of byte errors, what is meant is that the number
of byte errors exceeds the amount of correctable byte errors
within a single C1 codeword. The probability of an amount
by which the number of byte errors within a single C1
codeword exceeds the maximum number of correctable byte
errors is indicated with erasure coeflicients w,, e.g., wg, Wy,
w,, for each erasure pointer. This decision as to what the
likelihood or probability of the amount by which the number
of byte errors within a single C1 codeword exceeds the
maximum number of correctable byte errors may be based
on side information. This side information provides insight
into the reliability of the detected bytes within the Cl1
codewords for each track, Track 0 to Track K-1.
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Each erasure coefficient is associated with an erasure flag
for C2 decoding indicated by the C1 decoder, with the
erasure coefficient, w,, being in a range from O to 1, e.g.,
(0=w;<1). The erasure coeflicient may correlate with the
number of byte errors within a C1 codeword, thus repre-
senting a belief/likelihood/probability that the C2 decoder
should treat the corresponding C1 bytes as erasures, and not
rely on the decoded information therein.

Each erasure coefficient may be selected such that it
correlates with the number of byte errors within a C1
codeword. This is, for example, the case when the side
information about erasure coefficients is obtained from the
number of RLL decoding failures within a C1 codeword. A
high number of RLL decoding failures within a C1 code-
word indicates a high number of actual byte errors within a
C1 codeword. In this case all erasure coefficients in a C1
codeword may have the same value and they are approxi-
mately proportional to the number of byte errors in a C1
codeword. However, erasure coeflicients may also be
obtained in other ways, such as from SNR, mean squared
error (MSE) measurements, a single RLL decoding failure,
etc., in which case the erasure coefficients of each byte in a
C1 codeword may be different and reflect the probability that
a particular byte may be in error.

The computation of the erasure coefficients in the track-
dependent erasure coefficient logic 502 may utilize side
information about the reliability of detected bytes within C1
codewords of each track. Any potential source of side
information may be used, such as statistics of channel/track
performance that may be monitored by the firmware 514,
e.g., calibration data, runtime statistics, etc.; C1 decoder 504
statistics, e.g., a number of C1 uncorrectable codewords
after C1 decoding; read channel 508 metrics, e.g., MSE,
SNR, etc.; RLL decoder 506 metrics, e.g., a number of error
detection flag(s), etc. Of course, other sources of side
information may be used as would be apparent to one of skill
in the art upon reading the present descriptions.

In one embodiment, the erasure coeflicients may be used
in a determination to enable erasure decoding on a per
decoded C1 codeword basis. Any erased C1 row codeword
bytes may then be used as erasures during C2 error-and-
erasure column codeword decoding. Once the erasure coef-
ficients, w,, of all bytes in a decoded C1 row codeword are
computed and/or estimated, there will be N1 erasure coef-
ficients in the C1 row codeword, one for each byte in the
codeword.

These erasure coefficients may be summed over all N1
decoded bytes of the C1 codeword (note: a C1 codeword has
N1 bytes) to obtain the sum S, where S=%,*'w,. In response
to a determination that this sum S is greater than a prede-
termined configurable threshold, all the N1 bytes of the C1
codeword may be erased (e.g., the erase pointer is enabled
for the decoded C1 codeword which is then used to erase a
row of decoded C1 bytes during C2 error-and-erasure col-
umn decoding).

The predetermined configurable threshold may have any
positive value, such as 0.1, 0.2, 0.25, 0.5, 0.6, 0.75, 1.0, 2.0,
5.0, 10.0, etc., determined based on a desired amount of
errors in a codeword that causes an erasure pointer to be set
and a value of a typical erasure coefficient w,.

In one embodiment, K=32, e.g., there may be 32 tracks in
the system 500. In some other embodiments, K may equal
16, 64, or some other positive integer.

After the erasure pointers are either enabled and set, or
disabled and not used, the C1 codewords, or the erasure-
enabled C1 codewords (with at least one C1 codeword
having an erasure pointer enabled) are passed to a de-
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interleaver/buffer 510 to revert the interleaving of the data in
the encoded data and to store the data prior to passing the
data to the C2 decoder 512 for C2 decoding thereof. The C2
decoding may be error-only decoding (in response to the
erasure pointers not being enabled) or error-and-erasure
decoding (in response to the erasure pointers being enabled,
as shown in FIG. 5 by the darkened rows of the array in the
C2 decoder 512).

In one embodiment, the track-dependent erasure coeffi-
cient logic 502 may be in communication with firmware 514
of a tape drive, a tape library, or some other suitable system
capable of directing the track-dependent erasure coeflicient
logic 502 before/during/after erasure enabling procedures.

Track-dependent erasure coefficient logic 502 is config-
ured to compute erasure coefficients, w,, with (0.0=sw,<1.0)
for each individual erasure pointer for C2 decoding. The
erasure coefficients, w,, may correlate with the number of
byte errors within C1 codewords, thus representing a prob-
ability and/or belief and/or likelihood that the C2 decoder
512 should treat the corresponding C1 bytes as erasures. In
this approach, each erasure coefficient, reflects a probability
that a particular byte in a C1 codeword is in error.

Therefore, these coeflicients may be used to determine a
priority for C2 decoding performing an error-and-erasure
decoding algorithm that depends on all the erasure pointers
and erasure coeflicients that are placed in a C2 codeword.

In one embodiment, the track-dependent erasure coeffi-
cient logic 502 is configured to create an erasure coeflicient
list, W, that includes the individual erasure coefficients, w,,
associated with all symbols in a C1 codeword (and therefore
in all C2 codewords).

The C1 decoder 504 and C2 decoder 512 are each
configured to utilize either a RS(N,K) code with minimum
Hamming distance d,,,, =N-K+1 or a block code with mini-
mum Hamming distance d,,,;,,. For example, the code may be
the C2 column code in a product code.

An erasure coefficient list, W, may be constructed accord-
ing to one embodiment by the track-dependent erasure
coeflicient logic 502. The erasure coefficient list, W, includes
N coefficients that are arranged in a monotonically increas-
ing arrangement, e.g., W={w,, w,, ws, . . . , Wy}, where
0.0=w,<1.0 and w,=w,, . In a further approach, the coeffi-
cients w, may be g-level quantized, but this is not necessary
in all embodiments.

In the erasure coefficient list, W, according to one embodi-
ment, an erasure coefficient of zero, e.g., w,=0, corresponds
to a case where no erasure pointer is being raised, e.g., a
corresponding symbol is obtained from successful Cl1
decoding in a previous decoding step. A second erasure
coeflicient list W' is obtained from the initial erasure coef-
ficient list, W, by removing all erasure coeflicients having a
value of zero, e.g., removing all w,=0. In response to there
being several coeflicients in the second erasure coeflicient
list W' that are equal to max {W'}, one coeflicient may be
picked arbitrarily such that w,=max {W'}, and the process-
ing may continue in the loop until the number of erasures per
codeword, E, is equal to an adaptive limit to a number of
erased symbols, L, e.g., IEI=L, or IW'[=0.

In one embodiment, an erasure coefficient having a value
of 1, e.g., w,=1, corresponds to a case where an erasure
pointer is being raised without an associated symbol, and
therefore must be erased in subsequent decoding, as no byte
value is available with which to base decoding on.

A third erasure coefficient list W'={w, w,,,, W, 5. . . .

w,,} is obtained from the erasure list W by excluding all the
coefﬁments that are zero or one where 1<j and m=N.
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The priority-based decoding logic 516 of the C2 decoder
512 is configured to determine whether error-and-erasure
decoding is to be used during C2 decoding of the codewords
provided to the C2 decoder from the de-interleaver/buffer
510. This determination may be based on several factors,
including, but not limited to, the erasure coeflicient list W,
the number of symbols to erase, L, the minimum Hamming
distance d,,,;,,, the number of symbols in a codeword, N, and
the minimum margin, M, reserved for correcting at least
floor(M/2) symbols, as described in more detail later.

According to one embodiment, a tape drive may include
a magnetic head having a plurality of read sensors. Each
read sensor is configured to read data simultaneously from
one track of a magnetic tape medium, thereby allowing a
plurality of tracks to be read simultanecously from the
magnetic tape medium, the number capable of being read
simultaneously being equal to the number of read sensors of
the magnetic head. Of course, some read sensors may be
configured to read servo tracks for head alignment, and/or
for other purposes, but for the sake of these descriptions, it
is assumed that the read sensors are each capable of reading
data from the magnetic tape medium.

The tape drive also includes a hardware processor and
logic integrated with and/or executable by the hardware
processor. The hardware processor may be a hardware
processing unit and/or circuit, such as a central processing
unit (CPU), an application specific integrated circuit (ASIC),
a field programmable gate array (FPGA), etc., combinations
thereof, or any other suitable computing device known in the
art. The logic may be implemented in software, hardware, or
some combination thereof. The logic is configured to read,
using the plurality of read sensors, encoded data from a
plurality of tracks of the magnetic tape medium simultane-
ously. The number of tracks that may be read simultaneously
is determined by the number of read sensors of the magnetic
head. The logic is also configured to perform track-depen-
dent erasure decoding on the encoded data based on detec-
tion of one or more time-varying signal quality issues
associated with at least one of the plurality of tracks read
simultaneously from the magnetic tape medium, with pri-
ority-based decoding based on coeflicients assigned to each
erasure pointer.

Now referring to FIG. 6, an erasure coefficient list W 600
is shown in which the coefficients, w,, for each symbol in a
codeword have been arranged according to their respective
coeflicient values, with coefficients of zero (indicating the
associated symbol is not to be erased) on the left side, and
coeflicients of one (indicating the associated symbol is to be
erased) on the right side, e.g., a monotonically increasing
arrangement. Because each coefficient is associated with one
symbol in the codeword, it may be assumed that these
symbols are logically arranged along with the coefficients.

Using the erasure coeflicient list W 600, the adaptive
number of erased symbols, L., may be calculated based on
the minimum Hamming distance, d,,,;,, the length of the
codeword, N, and the minimum margin, M, reserved for
correcting at least floor(M/2) symbols.

Referring again to FIG. 6, according to one embodiment,
the number of erased symbols, L., may be computed accord-
ing to the following equation, L=D+H=D+floor((F-D)B/
(A+B)), which may be notated as L=f(d,,,,,,M,N,W).

The maximum number of erased symbols, F, is equal to
d,,—1-M, and the term D is defined as D=min{F, N-m}
where D is the total number of symbols in a C1 codeword
that have erasure coefficient 1. We assumed that D is less
than or equal to F. If D>F, then the decoder either declares
decoding failure or attempts to correct F or more erased
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bytes by accepting the risk of higher probability of miscor-
rection. The maximum number of erased bytes that can be
corrected is F+M=d,,,,,— 1. Furthermore, the sum of the terms
A+B is the sum of the coefficients in the third erasure
coefficient list W" where the value of the coefficients are
between 0 and 1, e.g., 0<w,<1, with A+B=X,_"w,, with B
being the sum of the coefficients in the area defined by F
where the value of the coefficients are not equal to 1, e.g.,
w=1, where B=2,_,,_,., "~Pw,. The number of erased sym-
bols, L, is adaptive, i.e., it depends on channel conditions,
e.g., the erasure coefficients w,, among other variables.

Now referring to FIG. 7, a method 700 is shown according
to one embodiment. The method 700 may be performed in
accordance with the present invention in any of the envi-
ronments depicted in FIGS. 1-6, among others, in various
embodiments. Of course, more or less operations than those
specifically described in FIG. 7 may be included in method
700, as would be understood by one of skill in the art upon
reading the present descriptions.

Each of the steps of the method 700 may be performed by
any suitable component of the operating environment. For
example, in various embodiments, the method 700 may be
partially or entirely performed by a controller, a processor,
a tape drive, or some other device having one or more
processors therein. The processor, e.g., processing circuit(s),
chip(s), and/or module(s) implemented in hardware and/or
software, and preferably having at least one hardware com-
ponent, may be utilized in any device to perform one or more
steps of the method 700. Illustrative processors include, but
are not limited to, a CPU, an ASIC, a FPGA, etc., combi-
nations thereof, or any other suitable computing device
known in the art.

In method 700, W is the erasure list comprising the
erasure coeflicients corresponding to all symbols in a C2
codeword generated by track-dependent erasure coeflicient
logic, with a C2 code being a (N,K) RS code, IWI=N, W' is
the second erasure list having of all nonzero coefficients
from W, IW'|=number of coefficients in W', E is the erasure
list of symbols to erase, |IEI=number of entries in E, and M
is the minimum margin reserved for correcting at least
floor(M/2) symbols.

As shown in FIG. 7, method 700 may initiate with
operation 702, where an erasure coefficient list, W, is created
for a codeword. The erasure coefficient list includes all
erasure coefficients for each decoded symbol in the code-
word, each erasure coefficient being a measure of the
reliability of the associated decoded symbol of the code-
word. Also, the erasure list, E, is set to empty. This erasure
list will be populated during the method 700.

In operation 704, a second erasure coefficient list, W', is
created based on the erasure coeflicient list, W. The second
erasure coefficient list is equal to all erasure coefficients
from the erasure coefficient list less any erasure coefficients
equal to zero, e.g., W=W\{w Iw=0}.

In operation 706, a number of symbols of the codeword
to erase, [, is computed based on minimum Hamming
distance, d,,,, a length of the codeword, N, a minimum
margin, M, reserved for correcting at least floor(M/2) sym-
bols of the codeword, and the erasure coefficient list (W),
where L=f(d,,,,,M,N,W).

In one embodiment, L=D+H=D+floor((F-D) B/(A+B)).
The maximum number of erased symbols, F, is equal to
d,,—1-M, and the term D is defined as D=min{F, N-m}
where D is the total number of symbols in a C1 codeword
that have erasure coefficient 1. We assumed that D is less
than or equal to F. If D>F, then the decoder either declares
decoding failure or attempts to correct F or more erased
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bytes by accepting the risk of higher probability of miscor-
rection. The maximum number of erased bytes that may be
corrected is F+M=d,,,,,—1. Furthermore, the sum of the terms
A+B is the sum of the coefficients in the third erasure
coefficient list W" where the value of the coefficients are
between 0 and 1, e.g., 0<w,<1, with A+B=X,_"'w,, with B
being the sum of the coefficients in the area defined by F
where the value of the coefficients are not equal to 1, e.g.,
w=1, where B=2,_,, ., ~Pw,.

In operation 708, it is determined whether the number of
erasure coeflicients (and therefore a number of associated
symbols) in the second erasure coefficient list is greater than
zero, e.g., IW'I>0. In response to a determination that the
number of erasure coefficients in the second erasure coeffi-
cient list is greater than zero, method 700 continues to
operation 710; otherwise, method 700 jumps to operation
718.

In operation 710, an erasure coeflicient having a maxi-
mum value is selected, e.g., w=max {W'}. In operation 712,
the second erasure coeflicient list has this erasure coeflicient
w, removed therefrom, e.g., W'=W"{w,}. Then, in operation
714, the symbol corresponding to this erasure coefficient w,,
is added to the erasure list E, e.g., B=EU{w }.

In operation 716, it is determined whether the number of
symbols in the erasure list E is equal to the number of
symbols to erase L. In response to a determination that the
number of symbols in the erasure list E is equal to the
number of symbols to erase L, method 700 continues to
operation 718; otherwise, method 700 returns to operation
708 so that more symbols may be added to the erasure list
E.

In operation 718, C2 decoding is performed on the
codeword using erasure pointers associated with erasure
coeflicients from the erasure list E, such that the symbols
corresponding to the entries in the erasure list E are erased
during C2 error-and-erasure decoding.

According to method 700, a predetermined number of
symbols may be added to the erasure list, E, and sent for C2
error-and-erasure decoding using the erasure pointers pro-
vided by the C1 decoder. The symbols selected will all be
associated with the highest erasure coefficients, and there-
fore are the most probable candidates to be erased in C2
decoding, as the confidence in the decoded symbol is lowest
for these symbols.

Now referring to FIG. 8, a method 800 is shown according
to one embodiment. The method 800 may be performed in
accordance with the present invention in any of the envi-
ronments depicted in FIGS. 1-6, among others, in various
embodiments. Of course, more or less operations than those
specifically described in FIG. 8 may be included in method
800, as would be understood by one of skill in the art upon
reading the present descriptions.

Each of'the steps of the method 800 may be performed by
any suitable component of the operating environment. For
example, in various embodiments, the method 800 may be
partially or entirely performed by a controller, a processor,
a tape drive, or some other device having one or more
processors therein. The processor, e.g., processing circuit(s),
chip(s), and/or module(s) implemented in hardware and/or
software, and preferably having at least one hardware com-
ponent, may be utilized in any device to perform one or more
steps of the method 800. Illustrative processors include, but
are not limited to, a CPU, an ASIC, a FPGA, etc., combi-
nations thereof, or any other suitable computing device
known in the art.

In method 800, W is the erasure list comprising the
erasure coeflicients corresponding to all symbols in a C2
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codeword generated by track-dependent erasure coeflicient
logic, with a C2 code being a (N,K) RS code, IWI=N, E is
the erasure list of symbols to erase, |[El=number of entries in
E, M is the minimum margin reserved for correcting at least
floor(M/2) symbols, and the erasure coeflicients are three-
level quantized such that w,e{0, g;, 1}. In this embodiment,
the list of all coefficients W is partitioned into three mutually
exclusive sets: PO, P1 and P2, where W=POUP1UP2.

According to one embodiment, PO is the set of all erasure
coeflicients w, having an erasure coefficient of zero indicat-
ing no erasure flag being raised by the C1 decoder (C1
decoding success), e.g., PO={w,eWIw,=0}, P1 is the set of
all erasure coefficients w,, that correspond to a case where
the C1 decoder has raised an erasure flag (a C1 decoding
failure), e.g., {w,eWlw,=g, }, and P2 is the set of all erasure
coeflicients w, having an erasure coefficient of one indicat-
ing either an erasure flag is raised by the RLL decoder or no
decoded C1 codeword is provided by the C1 decoder, e.g.,
P2={w,eWlw=1}.

As shown in FIG. 8, method 800 may initiate with
operation 802, where an erasure coefficient list, W, is created
having the erasure coefficients for all decoded symbols of a
codeword. Also, the erasure list, E, is set to empty. This
erasure list will be populated during the method 800.

In operation 804, a number of symbols of the codeword
to erase, [, is computed based on minimum Hamming
distance, d,,,, a length of the codeword, N, a minimum
margin, M, reserved for correcting at least floor(M/2) sym-
bols of the codeword, and the erasure coefficient list (W),
where L=f(d,,,,,M,N,W).

In one embodiment, L=D+H=D+floor((F-D) B/(A+B)).
The maximum number of erased symbols, F, is equal to
d,.;,—1-M, and the term D is defined as D=min{F, N-m}
where D is the total number of symbols in a C1 codeword
that have erasure coefficient 1. We assumed that D is less
than or equal to F. If D>F, then the decoder either declares
decoding failure or attempts to correct F or more erased
bytes by accepting the risk of higher probability of miscor-
rection. The maximum number of erased bytes that may be
corrected is F+M=d,, —1. Furthermore, the sum of the terms
A+B is the sum of the coefficients in the third erasure
coefficient list W" where the value of the coefficients are
between 0 and 1, e.g., 0<w,<1, with A+B=X,_"w,, with B
being the sum of the coefficients in the area defined by F
where the value of the coefficients are not equal to 1, e.g.,
w=1, where B=2,_, ..,V Pw,.

In operation 806, P1 and P2 are computed, where P1
includes all erasure coefficients (and associated symbols)
that correspond to a situation where the C1 decoder has
raised an erasure flag (a Cl decoding failure), e.g.,
{weWlw,=g,;}. Also, P2 includes the set of all erasure
coeflicients w, having an erasure coefficient of one indicat-
ing either an erasure flag is raised by the RLL decoder or no
decoded C1 codeword is provided by the C1 decoder, e.g.,
P2={w,eWlw=1}.

In operation 808, it is determined whether the number of
symbols in P2 is greater than the number of symbols to erase
L. Inresponse to a determination that the number of symbols
in P2 is greater than the number of symbols to erase L,
method 800 jumps to operation 816; otherwise, method 800
continues to operation 810.

In operation 810, it is determined whether the sum of the
number of symbols in P1 and P2 is greater than the number
of' symbols to erase L. In response to a determination that the
sum of the number of symbols in P1 and P2 is greater than
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the number of symbols to erase L, method 800 jumps to
operation 814; otherwise, method 800 continues to operation
812.

In operation 812, the erasure list E is set to be the union
of P1 and P2.

In operation 814, the erasure list E is set to be P2.

The present invention may be a system, a method, and/or
a computer program product. The computer program prod-
uct may include a computer readable storage medium (or
media) having computer readable program instructions
thereon for causing a processor to carry out aspects of the
present invention.

In operation 816, C2 decoding is performed on the
codeword using erasure pointers associated with erasure
coeflicients from the erasure list E, such that the symbols
corresponding to the entries in the erasure list E are erased
during C2 error-and-erasure decoding.

In an alternate embodiment of method 800, exactly L
symbols may be erased, the L. symbols having the highest
corresponding erasure coefficients in the erasure coeflicient
list W.

Now referring to FIG. 9, a method 900 is shown according
to one embodiment. The method 900 may be performed in
accordance with the present invention in any of the envi-
ronments depicted in FIGS. 1-6, among others, in various
embodiments. Of course, more or less operations than those
specifically described in FIG. 9 may be included in method
900, as would be understood by one of skill in the art upon
reading the present descriptions.

Each of'the steps of the method 900 may be performed by
any suitable component of the operating environment. For
example, in various embodiments, the method 900 may be
partially or entirely performed by a controller, a processor,
a tape drive, or some other device having one or more
processors therein. The processor, e.g., processing circuit(s),
chip(s), and/or module(s) implemented in hardware and/or
software, and preferably having at least one hardware com-
ponent, may be utilized in any device to perform one or more
steps of the method 900. Illustrative processors include, but
are not limited to, a CPU, an ASIC, a FPGA, etc., combi-
nations thereof, or any other suitable computing device
known in the art.

In method 900, W is the erasure list comprising the
erasure coeflicients corresponding to all symbols in a C2
codeword generated by track-dependent erasure coeflicient
logic, with a C2 code being a (N,K) RS code, IWI=N, E is
the erasure list of symbols to erase, |[El=number of entries in
E, M is the minimum margin reserved for correcting at least
floor(M/2) symbols, and the erasure coefficients are four-
level quantized such that w,e{0, g,, g,, 1}. In this embodi-
ment, the list of all coefficients W is partitioned into four
mutually exclusive sets: PO, P1 P2, and P3 where W=P0
UP1 UP2 UP3.

According to one embodiment, PO is the set of all erasure
coefficients w, having an erasure coefficient of zero indicat-
ing no erasure flag being raised by the C1 decoder (C1
decoding success), e.g., PO={w,eWIw,=0}, P1 is the set of
all erasure coeflicients w, that correspond to a case where the
C1 decoder has raised an erasure flag (a C1 decoding
failure), e.g., {w,eWlw=g,}, P2 is the set of all erasure
coeflicients w;, that correspond to a case where the RLL
decoder has raised an erasure flag (a RLL decoding failure),
e.g., {weWlw,=g,}, and P3 is the set of all erasure coefli-
cients w, having an erasure coefficient of one indicating no
decoded C1 codeword is provided by the C1 decoder, e.g.,
P3={w,eWiw=1}.
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As shown in FIG. 9, method 900 may initiate with
operation 902, where an erasure coefficient list, W, is created
having the erasure coefficients for all decoded symbols of a
codeword. Also, the erasure list, E, is set to empty. This
erasure list will be populated during the method 900.

In operation 904, a number of symbols of the codeword
to erase, [, is computed based on minimum Hamming
distance, d,,,, a length of the codeword, N, a minimum
margin, M, reserved for correcting at least floor(M/2) sym-
bols of the codeword, and the erasure coefficient list (W),
where L=f(d,,,,,M,N,W).

In one embodiment, L=D+H=D+floor((F-D) B/(A+B)).
The maximum number of erased symbols, F, is equal to
d,,—1-M, and the term D is defined as D=min{F, N-m}
where D is the total number of symbols in a C1 codeword
that have erasure coefficient 1. We assumed that D is less
than or equal to F. If D>F, then the decoder either declares
decoding failure or attempts to correct F or more erased
bytes by accepting the risk of higher probability of miscor-
rection. The maximum number of erased bytes that may be
corrected is F+M=d,,,,,— 1. Furthermore, the sum of the terms
A+B is the sum of the coefficients in the third erasure
coefficient list W" where the value of the coefficients are
between 0 and 1, e.g., 0<w,<1, with A+B=X,_"w,, with B
being the sum of the coefficients in the area defined by F
where the value of the coefficients are not equal to 1, e.g.,
w=1, where B=2,_,, ., " Pw,.

In operation 906, P1, P2, and P3 are computed, where P1
includes all erasure coefficients (and associated symbols)
that correspond to a situation where the C1 decoder has
raised an erasure flag (a Cl decoding failure), e.g.,
{weWlw=g,}. Also, P2 includes the set of all erasure
coeflicients w;, that correspond to a case where the RLL
decoder has raised an erasure flag (a RLL decoding failure),
e.g., {w, eWlw,=g,}. Moreover, P3 includes the set of all
erasure coefficients having an erasure coefficient of one
indicating no decoded C1 codeword is provided by the C1
decoder, e.g., P3={weWlw=1}.

In operation 908, it is determined whether the sum of the
number of symbols in P2 and P3 is greater than the number
of' symbols to erase L. In response to a determination that the
sum of the number of symbols in P2 and P3 is greater than
the number of symbols to erase L, method 900 jumps to
operation 916; otherwise, method 900 continues to operation
910.

In operation 910, it is determined whether the sum of the
number of symbols in P1, P2, and P3 is greater than the
number of symbols to erase L. In response to a determina-
tion that the sum of the number of symbols in P1, P2, and
P3 is greater than the number of symbols to erase L., method
900 jumps to operation 914; otherwise, method 900 contin-
ues to operation 912.

In operation 912, the erasure list E is set to be the union
of P1, P2, and P3.

In operation 914, the erasure list E is set to be the union
of P2 and P3.

In operation 916, the erasure list E is set to be P3.

In operation 918, C2 decoding is performed on the
codeword using erasure pointers associated with erasure
coeflicients from the erasure list E, such that the symbols
corresponding to the entries in the erasure list E are erased
during C2 error-and-erasure decoding.

In an alternate embodiment of method 900, exactly L
symbols may be erased, the L. symbols having the highest
corresponding erasure coefficients in the erasure coeflicient
list W.
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Now referring to FIG. 10, a method 1000 is shown
according to one embodiment. The method 1000 may be
performed in accordance with the present invention in any of
the environments depicted in FIGS. 1-6, among others, in
various embodiments. Of course, more or less operations
than those specifically described in FIG. 10 may be included
in method 1000, as would be understood by one of skill in
the art upon reading the present descriptions.

Each of the steps of the method 1000 may be performed
by any suitable component of the operating environment.
For example, in various embodiments, the method 1000 may
be partially or entirely performed by a controller, a proces-
sor, a tape drive, or some other device having one or more
processors therein. The processor, e.g., processing circuit(s),
chip(s), and/or module(s) implemented in hardware and/or
software, and preferably having at least one hardware com-
ponent, may be utilized in any device to perform one or more
steps of the method 1000. Illustrative processors include, but
are not limited to, a CPU, an ASIC, a FPGA, etc., combi-
nations thereof, or any other suitable computing device
known in the art.

As shown in FIG. 10, method 1000 may initiate with
operation 1002, where encoded data read from a plurality of
tracks of a magnetic tape medium simultaneously is
received, such as by track-dependent erasure coeflicient
logic of a tape drive, or some other suitable component or
device.

In operation 1004, priority-based decoding is performed
on the encoded data based on erasure coefficients associated
with at least one codeword of the encoded data.

Any of the embodiments described previously, particu-
larly in FIGS. 7-9 may be used for performing the priority-
based decoding. In on embodiment, performing the priority-
based decoding may include calculating an erasure
coefficient for each symbol in the at least one codeword,
each erasure coefficient being a measure of a reliability of an
associated decoded symbol in the at least one codeword,
generating an erasure coefficient list comprising the erasure
coeflicients associated with each symbol of the at least one
codeword, generating an erasure list comprising a subset of
symbols from the at least one codeword based on the erasure
coeflicient list, and performing error-and-erasure C2 decod-
ing using erasure pointers corresponding to the subset of
symbols in the erasure list.

In this embodiment, the erasure list may include a pre-
determined number of symbols having erasure coefficients
not lower than erasure coefficients of symbols not selected
for the erasure list, where a lower erasure coefficient indi-
cates smaller confidence that an associated symbol is to be
erased.

In another embodiment, performing priority-based decod-
ing may include computing the predetermined number of
symbols in the erasure list as a function of minimum
Hamming distance, a length of the at least one codeword, a
minimum margin reserved for correcting an integer number
of bytes at least half the minimum margin, and the erasure
coeflicient list.

In a further embodiment, any symbols having a corre-
sponding erasure coeflicient equal to zero may be excluded
from the erasure list.

In another embodiment, the erasure coefficients in the
erasure coefficient list may be quantized into at least three
levels, e.g., PO, P1, P2, etc. In one embodiment, the at least
three levels may include a first level (P0O) having all erasure
coeflicients equal to zero, a second level (P1) having all
erasure coeflicients where an erasure flag is raised by a C1
decoder, and a third level (P2) having all erasure coefficients
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equal to one. In this embodiment, the erasure list includes
symbols of the at least one codeword corresponding to
erasure coeflicients in the second and third levels in response
to a determination that a number of symbols corresponding
to erasure coefficients in the second and third levels does not
exceed a predetermined number of symbols. Moreover, the
erasure list includes symbols of the at least one codeword
corresponding to erasure coeflicients in the third level in
response to a determination that a number of symbols
corresponding to erasure coeflicients in the second and third
levels exceed the predetermined number of symbols.

According to another embodiment, the at least three levels
may include a first level (PO) having all erasure coefficients
equal to zero, a second level (P1) having all erasure coef-
ficients where an erasure flag is raised by a C1 decoder, a
third level (P2) having all erasure coefficients where an
erasure flag is raised by a RLL decoder, and a fourth level
(P3) having all erasure coefficients equal to one. In this
embodiment, the erasure list includes symbols of the at least
one codeword corresponding to erasure coefficients in the
second, third, and fourth levels in response to a determina-
tion that a number of symbols corresponding to erasure
coeflicients in the second, third, and fourth levels does not
exceed a predetermined number of symbols. Moreover, the
erasure list includes symbols of the at least one codeword
corresponding to erasure coeflicients in the third and fourth
levels in response to a determination that the number of
symbols corresponding to erasure coeficients in the second,
third, and fourth levels exceed the predetermined number of
symbols and a number of symbols corresponding to erasure
coeflicients in the third and fourth levels does not exceed the
predetermined number of symbols. Furthermore, the erasure
list includes symbols of the at least one codeword corre-
sponding to erasure coefficients in the fourth level in
response to a determination that a number of symbols
corresponding to erasure coeflicients in the third and fourth
levels exceed the predetermined number of symbols.

The present invention may be a system, a method, and/or
a computer program product. The computer program prod-
uct may include a computer readable storage medium (or
media) having computer readable program instructions
thereon for causing a processor to carry out aspects of the
present invention.

The computer readable storage medium can be a tangible
device that can retain and store instructions for use by an
instruction execution device. The computer readable storage
medium may be, for example, but is not limited to, an
electronic storage device, a magnetic storage device, an
optical storage device, an electromagnetic storage device, a
semiconductor storage device, or any suitable combination
of the foregoing. A non-exhaustive list of more specific
examples of the computer readable storage medium includes
the following: a portable computer diskette, a hard disk, a
random access memory (RAM), a read-only memory
(ROM), an erasable programmable read-only memory
(EPROM or Flash memory), a static random access memory
(SRAM), a portable compact disc read-only memory (CD-
ROM), a digital versatile disk (DVD), a memory stick, a
floppy disk, a mechanically encoded device such as punch-
cards or raised structures in a groove having instructions
recorded thereon, and any suitable combination of the fore-
going. A computer readable storage medium, as used herein,
is not to be construed as being transitory signals per se, such
as radio waves or other freely propagating electromagnetic
waves, electromagnetic waves propagating through a wave-
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guide or other transmission media (e.g., light pulses passing
through a fiber-optic cable), or electrical signals transmitted
through a wire.

Computer readable program instructions described herein
can be downloaded to respective computing/processing
devices from a computer readable storage medium or to an
external computer or external storage device via a network,
for example, the Internet, a local area network, a wide area
network and/or a wireless network. The network may com-
prise copper transmission cables, optical transmission fibers,
wireless transmission, routers, firewalls, switches, gateway
computers and/or edge servers. A network adapter card or
network interface in each computing/processing device
receives computer readable program instructions from the
network and forwards the computer readable program
instructions for storage in a computer readable storage
medium within the respective computing/processing device.

Computer readable program instructions for carrying out
operations of the present invention may be assembler
instructions, instruction-set-architecture (ISA) instructions,
machine instructions, machine dependent instructions,
microcode, firmware instructions, state-setting data, or
either source code or object code written in any combination
of one or more programming languages, including an object
oriented programming language such as Smalltalk, C++ or
the like, and conventional procedural programming lan-
guages, such as the “C” programming language or similar
programming languages. The computer readable program
instructions may execute entirely on the user’s computer,
partly on the user’s computer, as a stand-alone software
package, partly on the user’s computer and partly on a
remote computer or entirely on the remote computer or
server. In the latter scenario, the remote computer may be
connected to the user’s computer through any type of
network, including a local area network (LAN) or a wide
area network (WAN), or the connection may be made to an
external computer (for example, through the Internet using
an Internet Service Provider). In some embodiments, elec-
tronic circuitry including, for example, programmable logic
circuitry, field-programmable gate arrays (FPGA), or pro-
grammable logic arrays (PLA) may execute the computer
readable program instructions by utilizing state information
of'the computer readable program instructions to personalize
the electronic circuitry, in order to perform aspects of the
present invention.

Aspects of the present invention are described herein with
reference to flowchart illustrations and/or block diagrams of
methods, apparatus (systems), and computer program prod-
ucts according to embodiments of the invention. It will be
understood that each block of the flowchart illustrations
and/or block diagrams, and combinations of blocks in the
flowchart illustrations and/or block diagrams, can be imple-
mented by computer readable program instructions.

These computer readable program instructions may be
provided to a processor of a general purpose computer,
special purpose computer, or other programmable data pro-
cessing apparatus to produce a machine, such that the
instructions, which execute via the processor of the com-
puter or other programmable data processing apparatus,
create means for implementing the functions/acts specified
in the flowchart and/or block diagram block or blocks. These
computer readable program instructions may also be stored
in a computer readable storage medium that can direct a
computer, a programmable data processing apparatus, and/
or other devices to function in a particular manner, such that
the computer readable storage medium having instructions
stored therein comprises an article of manufacture including
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instructions which implement aspects of the function/act
specified in the flowchart and/or block diagram block or
blocks.

The computer readable program instructions may also be
loaded onto a computer, other programmable data process-
ing apparatus, or other device to cause a series of operational
steps to be performed on the computer, other programmable
apparatus or other device to produce a computer imple-
mented process, such that the instructions which execute on
the computer, other programmable apparatus, or other
device implement the functions/acts specified in the flow-
chart and/or block diagram block or blocks.

The flowchart and block diagrams in the Figures illustrate
the architecture, functionality, and operation of possible
implementations of systems, methods, and computer pro-
gram products according to various embodiments of the
present invention. In this regard, each block in the flowchart
or block diagrams may represent a module, segment, or
portion of instructions, which comprises one or more
executable instructions for implementing the specified logi-
cal function(s). In some alternative implementations, the
functions noted in the block may occur out of the order noted
in the figures. For example, two blocks shown in succession
may, in fact, be executed substantially concurrently, or the
blocks may sometimes be executed in the reverse order,
depending upon the functionality involved. It will also be
noted that each block of the block diagrams and/or flowchart
illustration, and combinations of blocks in the block dia-
grams and/or flowchart illustration, can be implemented by
special purpose hardware-based systems that perform the
specified functions or acts or carry out combinations of
special purpose hardware and computer instructions.

Moreover, a system according to various embodiments
may include a processor and logic integrated with and/or
executable by the processor, the logic being configured to
perform one or more of the process steps recited herein. By
integrated with, what is meant is that the processor has logic
embedded therewith as hardware logic, such as an ASIC, a
FPGA, etc. By executable by the processor, what is meant is
that the logic is hardware logic, software logic such as
firmware, part of an operating system, part of an application
program, etc., or some combination of hardware and soft-
ware logic that is accessible by the processor and configured
to cause the processor to perform some functionality upon
execution by the processor. Software logic may be stored on
local and/or remote memory of any memory type, as known
in the art. Any processor known in the art may be used, such
as a software processor module and/or a hardware processor
such as an ASIC, a FPGA, a CPU, an integrated circuit (IC),
a graphics processing unit (GPU), etc.

It will be clear that the various features of the foregoing
systems and/or methodologies may be combined in any way,
creating a plurality of combinations from the descriptions
presented above.

It will be further appreciated that embodiments of the
present invention may be provided in the form of a service
deployed on behalf of a customer to offer service on
demand.

While various embodiments have been described above,
it should be understood that they have been presented by
way of example only, and not limitation. Thus, the breadth
and scope of a preferred embodiment should not be limited
by any of the above-described exemplary embodiments, but
should be defined only in accordance with the following
claims and their equivalents.
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What is claimed is:

1. A tape drive, comprising:

a magnetic head having a plurality of read sensors, each
read sensor being configured to read a portion of
encoded data from one of a plurality of tracks of a
magnetic tape medium simultaneously in parallel with
all other read sensors of the plurality of read sensors;
and

a controller and logic integrated with and/or executable by
the controller, the logic being configured to cause the
controller to:
receive the encoded data from the plurality of read

sensors, each portion of the encoded data being read

from the plurality of tracks of the magnetic tape

medium simultaneously; and

perform priority-based decoding on the encoded data

based on erasure coefficients associated with at least

one codeword of the encoded data, the logic config-

ured to cause the controller to perform priority-based

decoding further causing the controller to:

calculate an erasure coefficient for each symbol in
the at least one codeword, each erasure coeflicient
being a measure of a reliability of an associated
decoded symbol in the at least one codeword;

generate an erasure coefficient list comprising the
erasure coefficients associated with each symbol
of the at least one codeword;

quantize the erasure coefficients in the erasure coef-
ficient list into at least three levels;

generate an erasure list comprising a subset of sym-
bols from the at least one codeword based on the
erasure coeflicient list; and

perform error-and-erasure C2 decoding using era-
sure pointers corresponding to the subset of sym-
bols in the erasure list.

2. The tape drive as recited in claim 1, wherein the logic
is further configured to compute a number of symbols of
each of the at least one codeword to erase (L) based on
minimum Hamming distance (d,,,;,), a length of the at least
one codeword (N), a minimum margin (M) reserved for
correcting at least floor(M/2) symbols of the at least one
codeword, a total number of symbols in a C1 codeword that
have erasure coefficients having a value of 1 (D), a maxi-
mum number of erased symbols (F), a sum of erasure
coeflicients in an area defined by F where values of the
erasure coefficients are not equal to 1 (B), a sum of all
erasure coefficients that have a value between 0 and 1
(A+B), and the erasure coefficient list (W), where =D+
floor((d,;,,~1-M-D)*B/(A+B)).

3. The tape drive as recited in claim 1, wherein the erasure
list comprises a predetermined number of symbols having
erasure coeflicients that have values that are higher than
values for erasure coefficients of symbols not selected for the
erasure list, wherein a lower erasure coeflicient indicates
smaller confidence that an associated symbol is to be erased.

4. The tape drive as recited in claim 3, wherein the logic
configured to perform priority-based decoding is further
configured to compute the predetermined number of sym-
bols in the erasure list as a function of minimum Hamming
distance, a length of the at least one codeword, a minimum
margin reserved for correcting an integer number of bytes at
least half the minimum margin, and the erasure coeflicient
list.

5. The tape drive as recited in claim 1, wherein the logic
configured to perform priority-based decoding is further
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configured to exclude any symbols having a corresponding
erasure coeflicient equal to zero from the erasure coeflicient
list.
6. The tape drive as recited in claim 1, wherein the at least
three levels comprise a first level having all erasure coeffi-
cients equal to zero, a second level having all erasure
coeflicients where an erasure flag is raised by a C1 decoder,
and a third level having all erasure coefficients equal to one.
7. The tape drive as recited in claim 6,
wherein the erasure list includes symbols of the at least
one codeword corresponding to erasure coefficients in
the second and third levels in response to a determi-
nation that a number of symbols corresponding to
erasure coefficients in the second and third levels does
not exceed a predetermined number of symbols, and

wherein the erasure list includes symbols of the at least
one codeword corresponding to erasure coefficients in
the third level in response to a determination that a
number of symbols corresponding to erasure coeffi-
cients in the second and third levels exceed the prede-
termined number of symbols.
8. The tape drive as recited in claim 1,
wherein the at least three levels comprise a first level
having all erasure coefficients equal to zero, a second
level having all erasure coefficients where an erasure
flag is raised by a C1 decoder, a third level having all
erasure coefficients where an erasure flag is raised by a
run-length-limited (RLLL) decoder, and a fourth level
having all erasure coefficients equal to one,
wherein the erasure list includes symbols of the at least
one codeword corresponding to erasure coefficients in
the second, third, and fourth levels in response to a
determination that a number of symbols corresponding
to erasure coeflicients in the second, third, and fourth
levels does not exceed a predetermined number of
symbols,
wherein the erasure list includes symbols of the at least
one codeword corresponding to erasure coefficients in
the third and fourth levels in response to a determina-
tion that the number of symbols corresponding to
erasure coeflicients in the second, third, and fourth
levels exceed the predetermined number of symbols
and a number of symbols corresponding to erasure
coefficients in the third and fourth levels does not
exceed the predetermined number of symbols, and

wherein the erasure list includes symbols of the at least
one codeword corresponding to erasure coefficients in
the fourth level in response to a determination that a
number of symbols corresponding to erasure coeffi-
cients in the third and fourth levels exceed the prede-
termined number of symbols.

9. A controller-implemented method, the method com-
prising:

receiving encoded data read from a plurality of read

sensors, each portion of the encoded data being read
from a plurality of tracks of a magnetic tape medium
simultaneously; and

performing priority-based decoding on the encoded data

based on erasure coefficients associated with at least

one codeword of the encoded data by:

calculating an erasure coefficient for each symbol in the
at least one codeword, each erasure coeflicient being
a measure of a reliability of an associated decoded
symbol in the at least one codeword;

generating an erasure coeflicient list comprising the
erasure coefficients associated with each symbol of
the at least one codeword;
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quantizing the erasure coefficients in the erasure coef-
ficient list into at least three levels;
generating an erasure list comprising a subset of sym-
bols from the at least one codeword based on the
erasure coeflicient list; and
performing error-and-erasure C2 decoding using era-
sure pointers corresponding to the subset of symbols
in the erasure list.
10. The method as recited in claim 9, further comprising
computing a number of symbols of each of the at least one
codeword to erase (L) based on minimum Hamming dis-
tance (d,,;,), a length of the at least one codeword (N), a
minimum margin (M) reserved for correcting at least floor
(M/2) symbols of the at least one codeword, a total number
of symbols in a C1 codeword that have erasure coefficients
having a value of 1 (D), a maximum number of erased
symbols (F), a sum of erasure coefficients in an area defined
by F where values of the erasure coefficients are not equal
to 1 (B), a sum of all erasure coefficients that have a value
between 0 and 1 (A+B), and the erasure coefficient list (W),
where L=D+floor((d,,,—1-M-D)*B/(A+B)).
11. The method as recited in claim 9, wherein the erasure
list comprises a predetermined number of symbols having
erasure coeflicients that have values that are higher than
values for erasure coefficients of symbols not selected for the
erasure list, wherein a lower erasure coeflicient indicates
smaller confidence that an associated symbol is to be erased.
12. The method as recited in claim 11, wherein the
performing priority-based decoding further comprises com-
puting the predetermined number of symbols in the erasure
list as a function of minimum Hamming distance, a length
of'the at least one codeword, a minimum margin reserved for
correcting an integer number of bytes at least half the
minimum margin, and the erasure coefficient list.
13. The method as recited in claim 9, wherein the per-
forming priority-based decoding further comprises exclud-
ing any symbols having a corresponding erasure coeflicient
equal to zero from the erasure coefficient list.
14. The method as recited in claim 10, wherein the at least
three levels comprise a first level having all erasure coeffi-
cients equal to zero, a second level having all erasure
coeflicients where an erasure flag is raised by a C1 decoder,
and a third level having all erasure coefficients equal to one.
15. The method as recited in claim 14,
wherein the erasure list includes symbols of the at least
one codeword corresponding to erasure coefficients in
the second and third levels in response to a determi-
nation that a number of symbols corresponding to
erasure coefficients in the second and third levels does
not exceed a predetermined number of symbols, and

wherein the erasure list includes symbols of the at least
one codeword corresponding to erasure coefficients in
the third level in response to a determination that a
number of symbols corresponding to erasure coeffi-
cients in the second and third levels exceed the prede-
termined number of symbols.

16. The method as recited in claim 9,

wherein the at least three levels comprise a first level

having all erasure coefficients equal to zero, a second
level having all erasure coeflicients where an erasure
flag is raised by a C1 decoder, a third level having all
erasure coefficients where an erasure flag is raised by a
run-length-limited (RLLL) decoder, and a fourth level
having all erasure coeflicients equal to one,

wherein the erasure list includes symbols of the at least

one codeword corresponding to erasure coefficients in
the second, third, and fourth levels in response to a
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determination that a number of symbols corresponding
to erasure coeflicients in the second, third, and fourth
levels does not exceed a predetermined number of
symbols,
wherein the erasure list includes symbols of the at least
one codeword corresponding to erasure coefficients in
the third and fourth levels in response to a determina-
tion that the number of symbols corresponding to
erasure coeflicients in the second, third, and fourth
levels exceed the predetermined number of symbols
and a number of symbols corresponding to erasure
coefficients in the third and fourth levels does not
exceed the predetermined number of symbols, and

wherein the erasure list includes symbols of the at least
one codeword corresponding to erasure coefficients in
the fourth level in response to a determination that a
number of symbols corresponding to erasure coeffi-
cients in the third and fourth levels exceed the prede-
termined number of symbols.

17. A computer program product, the computer program
product comprising a computer readable storage medium
having program instructions embodied therewith, the
embodied program instructions being executable by a con-
troller to cause the controller to:

receive, by the controller, encoded data from a plurality of

read sensors, each portion of the encoded data being
read from a plurality of tracks of a magnetic tape
medium simultaneously; and

perform, by the controller, priority-based decoding on the

encoded data based on erasure coeflicients associated

with at least one codeword of the encoded data, the

embodied program instructions being further execut-

able to cause the controller to:

calculate an erasure coefficient for each symbol in the
at least one codeword, each erasure coeflicient being
a measure of a reliability of an associated decoded
symbol in the at least one codeword;

generate an erasure coefficient list comprising the era-
sure coeflicients associated with each symbol of the
at least one codeword;

quantize the erasure coefficients in the erasure coeffi-
cient list into at least three levels;

generate an erasure list comprising a subset of symbols
from the at least one codeword based on the erasure
coefficient list; and

perform error-and-erasure C2 decoding using erasure
pointers corresponding to the subset of symbols in
the erasure list.

18. The computer program product as recited in claim 17,
wherein the embodied program instructions are further
executable by the controller to cause the controller to
compute a number of symbols of each of the at least one
codeword to erase (L) based on minimum Hamming dis-
tance (d,,,), a length of the at least one codeword (N), a
minimum margin (M) reserved for correcting at least floor
(M/2) symbols of the at least one codeword, a total number
of symbols in a C1 codeword that have erasure coefficients
having a value of 1 (D), a maximum number of erased
symbols (F), a sum of erasure coefficients in an area defined
by F where values of the erasure coefficients are not equal
to 1 (B), a sum of all erasure coefficients that have a value
between 0 and 1 (A+B), and the erasure coefficient list (W),
where L=D+floor((d,,;,,—1-M-D)*B/(A+B)).

19. The computer program product as recited in claim 18,
wherein the erasure list comprises a predetermined number
of symbols having erasure coefficients that have values that
are higher than values for erasure coefficients of symbols not
selected for the erasure list, wherein a lower erasure coef-
ficient indicates smaller confidence that an associated sym-
bol is to be erased.
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20. The computer program product as recited in claim 19,
wherein the embodied program instructions executable by
the controller to cause the controller to perform priority-
based decoding on the encoded data further cause the
controller to compute, by the controller, the predetermined
number of symbols in the erasure list as a function of
minimum Hamming distance, a length of the at least one
codeword, a minimum margin reserved for correcting an
integer number of bytes at least half the minimum margin,
and the erasure coefficient list.
21. The computer program product as recited in claim 17,
wherein the embodied program instructions executable by
the controller to cause the controller to perform priority-
based decoding on the encoded data further cause the
controller to exclude, by the controller, any symbols having
a corresponding erasure coefficient equal to zero from the
erasure coeflicient list.
22. The computer program product as recited in claim 17,
wherein the at least three levels comprise a first level having
all erasure coefficients equal to zero, a second level having
all erasure coefficients where an erasure flag is raised by a
C1 decoder, and a third level having all erasure coefficients
equal to one.
23. The computer program product as recited in claim 22,
wherein the erasure list includes symbols of the at least
one codeword corresponding to erasure coefficients in
the second and third levels in response to a determi-
nation that a number of symbols corresponding to
erasure coefficients in the second and third levels does
not exceed a predetermined number of symbols, and

wherein the erasure list includes symbols of the at least
one codeword corresponding to erasure coefficients in
the third level in response to a determination that a
number of symbols corresponding to erasure coeffi-
cients in the second and third levels exceed the prede-
termined number of symbols.
24. The computer program product as recited in claim 17,
wherein the at least three levels comprise a first level
having all erasure coefficients equal to zero, a second
level having all erasure coeflicients where an erasure
flag is raised by a C1 decoder, a third level having all
erasure coefficients where an erasure flag is raised by a
run-length-limited (RLLL) decoder, and a fourth level
having all erasure coeflicients equal to one,
wherein the erasure list includes symbols of the at least
one codeword corresponding to erasure coefficients in
the second, third, and fourth levels in response to a
determination that a number of symbols corresponding
to erasure coeflicients in the second, third, and fourth
levels does not exceed a predetermined number of
symbols,
wherein the erasure list includes symbols of the at least
one codeword corresponding to erasure coefficients in
the third and fourth levels in response to a determina-
tion that the number of symbols corresponding to
erasure coeflicients in the second, third, and fourth
levels exceed the predetermined number of symbols
and a number of symbols corresponding to erasure
coefficients in the third and fourth levels does not
exceed the predetermined number of symbols, and

wherein the erasure list includes symbols of the at least
one codeword corresponding to erasure coefficients in
the fourth level in response to a determination that a
number of symbols corresponding to erasure coeffi-
cients in the third and fourth levels exceed the prede-
termined number of symbols.
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